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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

YOUTH CHALLENGE FUND ANNOUNCES $4.8 MILLION 
IN INVESTMENTS FOR TORONTO YOUTH

Fifth-round funding to focus on investing in sustainable initiatives that build capacity of underserved youth in priority neighbourhoods

TORONTO, August 5, 2008 – Toronto's Youth Challenge Fund (YCF) today announced fifth-round funding, providing $4.8 million for six youth-led initiatives across Toronto’s 13 priority neighbourhoods. The funding will support initiatives that provide sustainable opportunities for underserved youth through unique collaborative partnerships including large public institutions as well as grassroots organizations. 

“This latest funding commitment is the first to focus greater resources on select initiatives that effectively connect our youth to their peers, community partners and organizations,” said Pamela Grant, Executive Director, Youth Challenge Fund. “By mobilizing these groups to come together, we are not only ensuring each young person in our city has every opportunity to succeed, but also driving change that will influence how Toronto engages youth.”

The Youth Challenge Fund is an innovative public and private sector partnership of the Province of Ontario and United Way Toronto. YCF makes investments in youth-driven initiatives that provide positive opportunities for youth in Toronto’s priority neighbourhoods.

These initiatives will receive funding through to 2011. Today’s announcement brings total investments to $19.8 million for 99 youth-led initiatives across Toronto since YCF was established in February 2006. The six initiatives receiving funding in this fifth round include: 

· Boys’ and Girls’ Club of East Scarborough: Community Space Initiative

· Nia: African-Canadian Arts and Culture Centre of Excellence

· Flemo City Media Studio and Youth Centre for Opportunities

· For Youth Initiative (FYI): 1652 Keele Space Initiative

· HOODLINC (Helping Out Others Develop Life in Neighbouring Communities): 2900 Space Initiative

· Organizational Capacity Building Unit -UWT: Creative Institute for Toronto’s Young (CITY) Leaders

The Youth Challenge Fund makes direct, grassroots investments in youth-driven initiatives that are aimed at building great ideas, creating youth spaces and providing opportunities for education, employment and leadership. Initiated by the Province of Ontario, the Youth Challenge Fund is actively governed by a 23-member community board made up of a broad cross-section of community leaders. United Way Toronto is the Fund’s trustee, providing allocations and fund development support.
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