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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

YOUTH CHALLENGE FUND ANNOUNCES $3.5 MILLION 
TO SUPPORT NEIGHBOURHOOD PROGRAMS FOR AT-RISK YOUTH

Fund Chair Michael Clemons and Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty 
throw out challenge to private sector to get involved

TORONTO, December 14, 2006 – Toronto's Youth Challenge Fund (YCF) took an important step forward today by announcing a total of $3.5 million in its first round of investments for youth-based projects across Toronto. The funding will support youth initiatives led by 19 organizations working in the city’s 13 priority neighbourhoods.

“It is a great honour today to stand beside the true champions of our nation. They generally don’t receive medals or public accolades. No, these champions in relative obscurity engage in a labour of love persistently petitioning for the empowerment of youth across our country. Many are youth themselves,” said Michael Clemons, Chair of the Youth Challenge Fund. “YCF is commissioned by Premier McGuinty to serve the most underserved of Toronto’s communities, Toronto’s champions.” 

The Youth Challenge Fund was established by Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty in February of this year as a direct response to growing concerns related to youth violence and gang involvement across Toronto. When the Fund was announced, the Premier issued a challenge to the community to raise an additional $15 million that the Province will match, creating a total potential investment of $45 million for youth and youth-based projects across the city. 

"When young people are given the right opportunities, they will always rise to the occasion and make the right choices,” said Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty. “This is why we are challenging the private sector to contribute to the fund; we are challenging the community to come forward with the ideas that will really put this money to good use; and we are challenging our young people to embrace the possibilities and seize the opportunities provided by this fund.”

The Youth Challenge Fund is also announcing that $1.5 million in private donations has already been given to the Fund, including $1 million from John Hunkin and Susan Crocker, $250,000 from TD Bank Financial Group, $81,500 from Foresters, as well as $150,000 from other donors. United Way of Greater Toronto is the Fund’s trustee, providing administrative and fund development support.

The Youth Challenge Fund builds on the Toronto Strong Neighbourhoods Strategy, the United Way and City of Toronto’s plan to address the lack of programs and services in Toronto’s most under-served neighbourhoods. YCF is directing its resources toward projects within the 13 priority neighbourhoods identified in the Strategy as most in need of support. The announcement was made today at the Dennis R. Timbrell Resource Centre in the Flemingdon Park-Victoria Village area, one of the 13 priority neighbourhoods. 
“Today we are proud to join the momentum created by the City of Toronto and other faithful community groups as we conscientiously invest in the youth of our priority neighbourhoods,” said Clemons. “Importantly, our responsibility as a board has more latitude than fiscal grants, now begins the longitude of collaboration, prioritization, advocacy and sustainability.”
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Resources will be directed to projects that have a positive impact on youth who are facing significant barriers and inequality. The 13 priority neighbourhoods are Jamestown, Jane-Finch, Weston-Mount Dennis, Lawrence Heights, Westminster-Branson, Crescent Town, Flemingdon Park-Victoria Village, Steeles-l'Amoreaux, Dorset Park, Eglinton East-Kennedy Park, Scarborough Village, Kingston-Galloway, and Malvern.

“We are working hard to ensure that youth living with circumstances that may present them with significant challenges have every opportunity to succeed,” said Mary Anne Chambers, Ontario Minister of Children and Youth Services. “These investments will support local, community initiatives on the ground and make good things happen for children and youth in their neighbourhoods.”

A total of $8 million in matching funds is available from the Province in 2007 and $7 million in 2008. 

“Growing social need in inner-suburban neighbourhoods, without the corresponding investments in community and social supports, has resulted in the marginalization of youth living in these communities,” said Frances Lankin, President and CEO, United Way of Greater Toronto. “The Youth Challenge Fund adds great momentum to all the efforts taking place throughout our city to bring opportunities to life for young people so they can participate actively in our communities and build hope for the future."

"We are proud to be supporting youth initiatives through Youth Challenge Fund," said donor John Hunkin. "It's not often that private individuals get an opportunity like this to help young people have a say in how to improve their lives where it matters most, in their neighbourhoods. We call on other individuals and the private sector to join us so that the Youth Challenge Fund can make great things happen in our city."

About the Youth Challenge Fund

The Youth Challenge Fund (YCF) is an innovative public and private sector initiative aimed at making investments in community projects that offer positive opportunities for young people growing up in Toronto’s most under-served neighbourhoods. YCF makes direct, grassroots investments in youth-based initiatives that are aimed at building great ideas, creating youth spaces and providing opportunities for education, employment and leadership. Initiated by the Province of Ontario, the Youth Challenge Fund is actively governed by a 23 member community board made up of a broad cross-section of community leaders. United Way of Greater Toronto is the Fund’s trustee, providing allocations and fund development support.
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For more information please contact:

Jacqueline Spencer

Youth Challenge Fund

416-507-3294
jspencer@youthchallengefund.org
